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taken their place. Ships, too, have changed. For example, Society Explorer was purchased and renamed Explorer. Private yachts, carrying up to 20 passengers, have been used by U.S.-based and foreign tour companies, as well as by private individuals; however the numbers of passengers visiting Antarctica by yacht adds only slightly to the numbers of tourists visiting each year. During the 1992-93 season, several foreign vessels operated by non-U.S.-based companies conducted tours on board the Northern Ranger (95 passengers estimated), Vistamar (300 passengers estimated), andEuropa (600 passengers estimated).
Accurate data on the number of tourists that have visited Antarctica are difficult to obtain because of non-uniform reporting procedures. Although Article VII(5) of the Antarctic Iteaty requires each Contracting Party to provide advance notification to other Contracting Parties of "all expeditions to and within Antarctica, on the part of its ships or nationals, and all expeditions to Antarctica organized in or proceeding from its territory," some visits undoubtedly go unreported by foreign tour companies and operators of small yachts. Any tour company, U.S.-based or not, that carries any U.S. citizen to Antarctica is subject to the Antarctic Conservation Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-541) and must file advance notification of expeditions to, and within, Antarctica.
Collecting accurate data on ships has also been difficult because the number of passengers carried per ship and per operator has varied widely from year to year; in some years (e.g., 1959-60 to 1964-65) no activity has been reported (see Tkble Al). Different ships have been employed by the same operator during the same season, which also makes it difficult to assess passenger counts accurately. Some ships are only employed for a few trips per season, whereas others operate tours to Antarctica throughout the austral summer (November through March).
Additionally, a ship's design capacity may not reflect the actual number of passengers carried. For example, although the Ocean Princess can carry 440 passengers, the tour operator has limited occupancy to a maximum of 400 while the vessel is employed in Antarctica. Tbur operators also attest that more single occupancy cabins are sold tor antarctic trips than for other destinations, which further reduces the number of passengers on board at a given time.
The coastal areas of the Antarctic Peninsula have been the primary destination of tour ships, but voyages to McMurdo Sound in the Ross Sea were conducted occasionally in the 1970s and 1980s and more recently by the World Discoverer (1990-91 season) and Frontier Spirit (1990-91 and 1992-93 seasons). The Kapitan Khlebnikov visited East Antarctica and the Ross Sea during the 1992-93 season. Most companies have preferred to operate voyages to the Antarctic Peninsula region because of its proximity to South American ports and airports, a localized number of scientific stations, a profusion of diverse wildlife, a milder climate, and lighter pack ice than is encountered in other areas of the Antarctic.ers are probably best addressed by the administering agency in a blanket format for the program.demy of Sciences. All rights reserved.
